MEMOIRS OF SIR ROBERT WALPOLE.

Period V.    ner that fuch propofals have ufually been as were intended for the publick good,
1730101734, 'but, from unforefeen accidents or other circuinftaaces, proved unfeafonable, or
1.735.       difficult to be put in execution.    \   t

It was accordingly moved yefterday, by thofe "who brought in the bill, to ad-
journ the fecond reading of it to the i2th~day of June next, before which time,
in all probability, the parliament will rife; upon which the oppofite party,
taking courage, propofed the rejecting the bill Yet, though the bringing this
to a queftion met with encouragement infteaxl of any oppofition, they did not
think fit to put it to the vote, being fenfible how great a majority would have
appeared againft them in fo full a houfe as there was upon this occafion : and
fo the firft motion, for putting off the reading of the bill, was carry*d without
any divifion. There will no inconveniency arife from this incident to the fer-
vice of the current year, the neceffary funds for it being already fettled in the
ufual manner, which will always fuffice for the expences of the government,
and for leffening gradually the publick debts; and a nation fo wealthy, and
whofe commerce is in fa fiourifhing a condition, can never want means of
raifing fuch fums as will anfwer any extraordinary occafion that can happen,
as the experience of days paft has fufficiently ihewn. In the mean time, this
inftance of lenity, and of the regard that is "had to the voice of the people,
even in cafes where they do not judge fo right for themfelves, eani^ot but have
..'3 very good eifeft, by increafing the univerfal afFeftion and grartitucie of the
tiation towards his majefty and his government. And'your excellency may be
affured, that ^^hat has paffed in this affair will occafion no alteration of any kind
in the adminiftration and courfe of publick bufuxefs*

THOMAS PELHAM TO THE EARL  OF WALDEGRAVE,

Waldegrave London, April 26, 1733. After waiting thefe three weeks paft for the dif-
Papers. patching of a meffenger from hence, I have taken back my letter to your excel-
lency which has lain fo long in Mr. Delafliye's hands. The chief part of it related
to *what was paffirig here at that time, but as things have taken a different turn
fince, 'tis unneceffary to trouble you with what I had then wrote. Tour lordfiiip
has had accounts from the office of the manner of dropping the excife bill, and
of fome particular circumftances. that attended it: the enemy, not fatisfied with
fuch. a conceffion from the miniftry, were ftill endeavouring to overthrow our
friends, but to our great joy we have at laft gained a noble viftory, and putt
to any farther attempts this feffious at lealt A petition from theers.                                            '           The           whiche addrds, about the revenues, &c.; that was of fuch a
